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19th Sunday- B 2012  
Deacon Pat Hall 
 
1 Kings 19:4-8; Ephesians 4:30-5:2; John 6:41-51 

 
Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/081212.cfm 
 
You. 
 
Yes, you.   
 
On the street that might get the retort, “You, talking to me?”  Yes, you.  But I hope it 
isn’t just me talking.  I pray that it is God talking to you.  I hope it is God talking to us, 
if we would only open our hearts, if we wouldn’t be so closed and alone. 
 
Elijah was alone.  He had just escaped from Queen Jezebel’s wrath.   He was 
previously involved in the death of the 450 false prophets in a holocaust showdown 
between God and a non-existent Baal.1  Queen Jezebel was after Elijah’s head. 
 
But having escaped her anger, Elijah fell into the depression of failure, as if the 
mission to save the people of Israel from idolatry was his mission and not God’s.  He 
prayed for death. 
 
God sent his angels to restore Elijah, to nourish him on his journey.  His journey of 
forty days was nothing less than to open himself to God’s divine presence. 
 
Paul encourages this openness in his letter.  He speaks about how you were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of God.  And now we’re back to that word, “you”, again.   
 
What is interesting about that “you” is that in the original Greek it is plural.  This 
brings me back to my 8th grade grammar lessons when I learned all about first 
person and second person, singular and plural.  Most languages have different 
words for each.  Like “I” is singular and “we” is plural.  However we use the same 
word in English, “you”, for both singular and plural.  There is “you” which is just the 
individual and we use “you” again when I speak to all of you.  Now in my mixed 
American heritage, my family has a couple of solutions to that.  We use words like 
“youse” and “y’all” to help clarify. 
 
Paul uses that plural “you” throughout his letters, like when he said in 1 Corinthians 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you. 2  The “you” Paul is talking 

 
1 Graziano Marcheschi & Nancy Marcheschi, Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers 
and Proclaimers of the Word, 2012; p 218 
2 1 Cor 6:19 
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about isn’t just you and you, individually, he is talking about all of you together 
being the temple where God makes himself present.3  He calls not just you and you 
to be kind and forgiving, he calls us to be a kind and forgiving people living in love as 
his beloved children.  We call that church.  We see that most clearly when we gather 
between these walls.  It is so clear that we call this building of assembly, church.  We 
decorate our churches to reflect the love and reverence we share for our God.  We 
capitalize it with a big C so that we remember that it is all of us, world-wide. 
 
We make ourselves present here to receive the very presence of God.  And God does 
not disappoint.  He sent his only son, incarnate by the Spirit and Mary, the Mother of 
God.  Through his passion, death and resurrection, he made God present to us.  He 
made life eternal real for us.  He promised to be with us always.  Again we are able 
to see that most clearly here in church.  In our Eucharistic celebration, Jesus makes 
himself present to us in his body and blood, soul and divinity.   
 
St. John in his Gospel presents Jesus’ Bread of Life Discourse.  Fr. David shared with 
us last week that while the other evangelists present the institution of communion 
at the Last Supper in their Gospels, it is in the Gospel of John where Jesus expounds 
on what it means.  “This is the bread…I am the bread.”  “The bread that I will give is 
my flesh for the life of the world.”4  Jesus presents himself as the giver of divine life.5 
 
When we come to this table today, can we remember how God nourished Elijah in 
his most desperate hour? Can we remember, that while communion is intensely 
personal, it is never individual, that it is we as a people who open our temple doors 
for the one Spirit’s indwelling?  Can we praise Jesus, our bread of life, the source of 
our lives?  And with Eucharistic thanks can we go and make Jesus present to the 
world? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 John J. Pilch The Cultural World of the Apostles, Year B; p 93 
4 Jn 6: 50-51 
5 John Shea, Eating with the Bridegroom, p 202 


